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Sonship 

Ernst-Martin Krauss 

In 1967 Johannes Werner Klein, who died in 1984 - he was 

the one who, together with a fellow student at the time, had 

posed the decisive question to Rudolf Steiner that led to the 

founding of the Christian Community, but who then 'threw it 

all in' after a few years, resigned from his position as sup-

reme leader, left the Christian Community as well as the 

Anthroposophical Society and became a private scholar - 

published his very important book on the subject of sonship 

- the subject of this essay - "You Are Gods", which has since 

then, as far as I can see, hardly been equaled in beauty, intel-

lectual brilliance and depth. - However, with this very beau-

tiful book he did not come close to Rudolf Steiner, despite 

its depth in certain respects, if only because he, unlike Rudolf 

Steiner, did not work out the most important point in this 

respect for our present time, namely the question of how one 

can meditatively reach Sonship in concrete terms. 

This highly promising, difficult and human development-si-

gnificant topic of "sonship" - how could one best describe 

this term coming from the theological field?                               

Sonship is - sketchily speaking - about becoming a human 

being, about working oneself out of the immature, depen-

dent, unfree state of soul and becoming a son, friend, co-

worker of the gods (1), (2).   
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